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Find one scholarly, peer-reviewed journal article using the journal article databases from the Library’s Research Guides
Need a topic? Try:

• Topics section in the research guides

• Your textbook

Check to see if your instructor requires:

• Original research article only. 

• Either original research or research review article.  

• Recent publication.
Original research article usually uses a sample of people in the study.

Research review article synthesizes other researchers’ original research.
Opinion articles are not suitable for this exercise.
( Did you choose an original research article or a research review article?

Evaluate your article

( When you scanned your search result list, list 2 things you looked for:

( Which sections/pages in my textbook are related to the subject of this article? 
( Complete APA reference: 
If you copy the citation from the Library database, check and correct using the APA examples in the Research Guide
( Authors: 

Lead author’s affiliation & expertise: 

Where do I find this? Usually at the end of the first page of the pdf

( Year of publication: 

( Article title:  

( Journal Title: 

Is this a peer-reviewed journal? 
Where do I find this? Click on the journal title in the database to find more information about this journal.

Using your article

( One common knowledge (something you knew before you started doing research) about this topic:

( Paraphrase (don’t copy & paste) the research purpose / hypothesis of this article using APA in-text citation:

( Quote a useful phrase or information from the literature review and incorporate it into a sentence:
Don’t use dropped/standalone quotation.

Example: Smith’s (2010) research reaffirmed that “driving anger was not highly dependent on motives and attitudes; driving anger was likely due to other determinants (e.g., personality traits, on-road frustrations)” (p. 755).
Example:  According to Einstein, the sky is not blue (as cited in Smith, 2009).

( Identify one theory mentioned in this article:

( Find one operational definition (if used) in the article:

( What’s the research methodology used? Include: how was the sample selected, demographics & size.
( What are the research findings / conclusions?

( Locate 1 source which the author has cited.

Why did you choose that source? 

Did you find the full-text of that source? 

What is the publication date of that source?

Before you go
1. Save your worksheet as a Word document (no pdf).  File name example: Instructor name Your name.doc
2. Email your document to: kcclibraryresearch@gmail.com
3. Complete the reflection questions at: http://tinyurl.com/kcclibrary
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