MLA: Plagiarism, In-Text Citations and Works Cited 

	WHY
	So that your instructor (and your readers) can differentiate between your writing and your research.

Your instructor will check that:

· Each in-text citation has a corresponding Works Cited
· Each Works Cited has been cited in-text.


	WHEN
	You do not need citations when it is:

· Your own opinion/experience.

· Common knowledge.

You  need citations when:

· You quote other people’s words.

· You paraphrase other people’s ideas, theories, statistics, etc.


	

	IN-TEXT CITATIONS
	MLA uses the Author-Page style

Webpages don’t have page #.

Note: pdfs usually have page #.

Use a mix of:

· Paraphrasing

· Quotations

	Paraphrasing examples:

Author’s name is part of your sentence:

Smith and Brown confirm that the sky is not blue (9).

Author’s name is not part of your sentence (parenthetical citation):

The color of the sky is affected by the atmosphere (Jones 7).

	
	
	Direct quotation: 

White et al. note that the “color of the sky …is the result of visible sunlight being scattered by atmospheric particles” (9).

	
	
	If there is no Author, use the article title instead. If no page #, omit.
The sky is not blue (“Natural History”).

	WORKS CITED
	Works Cited

Gillespie, Paula, and Neal Lerner. The Allyn and Bacon Guide to Peer Tutoring. Allyn and Bacon, 2000. 
Russell, Tony, et al. “MLA Works Cited Page: Basic Format.” The Purdue OWL. Purdue U Writing Lab, 4 Nov. 2010. owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/.
Vincent, Douglas. "The Buddhist and the Tomato." Alternatives Journal, vol. 34, no. 1, 2008, pp. 21-23. Academic Search Premier.
West, Robin. Telephone interview. 8 Sept. 2015.


	Block quotations

	4 or more lines of quotes. No quotation marks. 
Avoid having too many block quotations. Period at the end of the quote, not after the cited page #.
Example of a block quotation: 

Eklund’s review of 

Previous studies indicate that job satisfaction is lower among occupational therapists in

mental health care than in other clinical areas. Working with seriously mentally ill 

patients might in itself be a burden heavy enough to generate low satisfaction with 

work. (9)




	Writing Tips: Use a variety of signal phrases
	Some other verbs you could use:

	· In the words of Carmona, “…” (7).

· As Yanovski and Yanovski  note, … (9).

· Hoppin and Taveras, medical researchers, point out that … (19).

· “…” (9), claims Critser.

· “…,” writes Duenwald on his blog.

· Researchers McDuffie et al. offer a compelling argument for this view: “…” (9).

· Hilts answers these objections with the following analysis on his website …
Adapted from Hacker, Diana. Rules for Writers. 6th ed., Bedford St. Martin, 2009.  
	admit

argue

assert

believe

claim

compare

confirm

contend
	declare

deny

describe

emphasize

establish

illustrate

insist

observe
	point out

reason

refute

report

respond

state

suggest

write

	Writing Tips: Avoid dropped citation

	Example of a dropped quote: 

“Ending homelessness is everyone’s responsibility” (Dragon 26).

Example of an integrated quote:

Dragon maintains that “ending homelessness is everyone’s responsibility” (26) and not just a problem for those who work with the homeless.


	Work Cited Tips

	To create a hanging indentation: 
Go to Paragraph in your Microsoft Word 

· In the Indents & Spacing tab
· Look for the Indentation section. 
· Click the drop-down arrow under Special to select Hanging.

List only sources that you actually used, it is not a bibliography of all the sources you read.

One author: Lastname, Firstname. 

Two authors: Lastname, Firstname, and Firstname Lastname.
Three or more authors: Lastname, Firstname, et al. 

Titles: Use title case except for articles, prepositions and conjunctions.

Article title: Enclosed in quotation marks. Period before the ending quotation mark.
Book/Journal/Magazine/Newspaper/Main webpage title: Use italics. For most references, there is always at least one part that is italicized.
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Must cite:


Paraphrase in your OWN WORDS





YES





No need to cite





YES





Must cite: Use quotations





YES





You used someone’s IDEAS,


THEORIES,


STATISTICS,


RESEARCH








NO





Your own ideas/experience


Common knowledge








You copied someone’s WORDS





NO








