Original Research Articles VS Research Review Articles
	Original / Empirical / Primary Research Articles
	Research Review or Systematic Review Articles

	Contain the author’s original study. 
The author is writing about the research that he conducted.
	Contain many other authors’ original studies.
The author is writing about other people’s research.

	Research purpose (Introduction section): 

Test a hypothesis on a sample of participants (humans only please).
Focus on a narrow aspect of a topic.
	Research purpose (Introduction section): 

Synthesize, comment, theorize and evaluate [lots of] previously published research.
Provide excellent overview of a topic.

	Literature review: 

Refer to selected references (usually in the Introduction section) that define or relate to the hypothesis.

	Methods: 

Identify lots of articles related to the topic.

	Methods: 

· Qualitative (interviews, participant observations, focus groups, case studies).
· Quantitative (surveys, tests/scales, controlled experiments, modeling).
	Literature review, findings, & discussion: 

· Refer to other original studies throughout the whole article. The article is one big literature review.
· Evaluate the contributions of these original studies to the current body of knowledge.
· Identify pertinent research.
· Establish connections between different research findings.
· Highlight gaps in the research.

	Findings & discussion: 

· Report results of the study (data tables, statistics, etc.).
· Analyze findings and shortcomings.
· Discuss implications and contributions to theoretical knowledge.
· Identify limitations of, and gaps in, the research.
	· 

	References:
Authors are professionals, researchers or professors.
Peer-reviewed journals.
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